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INTERVENTIONS

BACKGROUND

The United Nations recognizes democratic elections 
as a means through which citizens can exercise their 
democratic right in expressing priorities on public policy 
as well as elect their leaders. Although democratic 
processes in most parts of the world remain fragile, 
democratic elections are a critical requirement for 
the advancement of stability, peace, inclusiveness, 
sustainable human development and achievement of the 
development agenda. 

The UN Strengthening Electoral Processes 
in Kenya

Through the Strengthening the Electoral Process Project 
in Kenya (SEPK), the UN provides support to Kenya’s 
general elections, slated for August 2017. It scales up 
efforts at UN electoral support to Kenyan elections and 
referendums which can be traced to early 2000. SEPK 
is a 24 Million USD Multi-Donor Basket Fund aiming at 
consolidating and building on gains made from Kenya’s 
2010 constitutional transition process and the 2013 
General Elections.  It seeks to strengthen and develop 
sustainable and just election institutions, systems, 
and processes capable of delivering a free, fair, just, 
transparent and credible 2017 General Elections. The 
project architecture is designed around four outcome 
areas;

1. Strengthened institutional and legal framework 
for the conduct and management of free, fair, just, 
transparent and credible elections;

2. Strengthened participation of voters, parties and 
candidates in the electoral process with emphasis 
on women, youth, persons with disabilities and 
marginalized groups;

3. Delivery of more efficient, transparent and peaceful 
elections;

4. Strengthened electoral justice and increased 
compliance with the electoral legal framework.

UN Delivering -as-one for Kenya’s Elections 
2017

Based on the UN principle of Delivering as One (DaO), 
UNDP, UN Women, UNODC and OHCHR have established 
a coordination mechanism in the implementation 
of SEPK. The SEPK is led and administered by the 
UNDP. The project design looks to UNODC for support 
towards electoral security, the UN-OHCHR for support 
in ensuring that human rights principles are upheld 
in implementation. UN Women is tasked to provide 
leadership in implementation of all project segments 
that seek to ensure that gender equality and women’s 
empowerment is upheld and contributes to increased 
women’s participation in Kenya’s electoral processes. 



Increasing women’s participation in the electoral process

The quest to ensure that more women participate as aspirants and as voters in Kenya’s general elections 2017 is a 
central tenet of UN support to Kenya’s 2017 elections. Support to women’s participation in elections will be done 
towards the following: 

Summary of key interventions

• Development of a curriculum and manual to guide 
political party leadership on democratic principles 
and inclusion of women in political party affairs

• Support to the EMB in development of a Gender and 
Social Inclusion Policy 

• Engagement with 16 Non State Actors and the 
National Gender and Equality Commission to support 
women seeking leadership and one state agency, 
NGEC, to support women leadership 

• Support to the EMB in ensuring that gender is 
mainstreamed in internal policies, procedures, 
curricula and manuals 

• Capacity building of political party leaders on 
ensuring that political party leadership is engendered

• Capacity building of women political party leaders 
on women leadership in political parties, especially 
before nominations

• Gender mainstreaming of training manuals and 
curricula for use in electoral security training 
handbook and manual. 

• Support to a free fair and peaceful election through 
the The Women Situation Room, a women led and 
driven platform to enhance a peaceful and conducive 
electoral environment.

• Enhanced support to women aspirants ahead of party 

nominations, culminating in a national women’s 
convention that will establish a country wide pressure 
group to enhance women’s prospects at nominations. 

• Support development of media guidelines on 
elections reporting so as to enhance fair, balanced 
and gender sensitive reporting. 

• Support advocacy towards implementation of the 
constitutional principle that requires that ‘not more 
than two thirds of either gender be represented in 
any elective or appointive position.  
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