
WOMEN IN
GOVERNANCE

RESULT AREA 1

CONTEXT 

The Constitution of Kenya (2010) provides the legal 
framework for the Government of Kenya to fulfill basic 
rights, including those of marginalized and vulnerable 
groups. There has been notable progress in the 
implementation of some provisions in the constitution, 
including the establishment of the National Gender 
and Equality Commission as an institution to provide 
oversight on gender equality.

Despite the gender equality gains in the constitution, 
women still face structural and socio-economic 
challenges in participating effectively in decision making 
and leadership, and articulating the gender equality 
agenda.

Women make up 20 percent of bicameral parliament 
membership, including 47 members of the national 
assembly elected on an affirmative action platform.

OVERVIEW

“Women lead and participate in governance” is a result 
area that responds to three of the five strategic areas 
under the political pillar of Kenya’s Vision 2030. It is 
aligned to the government’s second Medium-Term Plan 
and delivered under the UN Development Assistance 
Framework 2014–2018. The result area comprises the 
following:

• Supporting legislative reforms to advance 
gender equality and women’s empowerment; in 
particular, supporting the implementation of the 
constitutional “two-thirds gender principle” 

• Strengthening the capacity of women voters and 
candidates to participate in the 2017 general 
elections

• Strengthening the capacity of gender equality 
advocates (the Gender Directorate, the National 
Gender and Equality Commission, the women’s 
movement, non-state actors, and the judicial 
system) to promote women’s leadership and 
political participation

• Monitoring the effectiveness of measures taken 
and results achieved to ensure women’s greater 
participation in political and public life
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ACHIEVEMENTS 2014–2016 

Support to law drafting and advocacy:
• Six pieces of legislation on gender equality and 

women’s empowerment 
1. County Governments Amendment Bill, 
2. Division of Revenue Act, 
3. Protection against Domestic Violence Act,
4. Marriage Act, 
5. The Public Procurement and Disposal Amendment 

Act, 
6.  The Mining Act)

• Technical and institutional assistance to the Centre 
for Parliamentary Studies and Training to develop 
gender-responsive training manuals and curricula 
for public servants and the legislature. 

Institutional support on law drafting and advocacy 
to the Kenya Women Parliamentary Association at 
national and subnational levels. As a result of the 
support, members of parliament contributed to 
and successfully sponsored bills such as the Kenya 
Engineering Technology and Technician Bill, Access to 
Information Bill, Employment (Amendment) Bill, Self-
Help Associations Bill, County Library Services Bill, and 
National Hospital Insurance Fund (Amendment) Bill.  

Advocacy and support for a public and 
parliamentary advocacy campaign towards realizing 
the constitutional two-thirds gender principle 
(in which no more than two-thirds of elective public 

bodies can be of one gender). 

Support to the Independent Electoral and Boundaries 
Commission and the Office of the Registrar of Political 
Parties in mass voter registration and strengthening 
their electoral assistance (in partnership with UNDP). 

BUDGET 2014–2015

Three-year total: US$2,620,720
Development Partners: Government of Finland, 
Government of Sweden, Department for International 
Development (UK), U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID)

 

PARTNERSHIPS

UN Women’s institutional partnerships with 
government, civil society, academia, research 
institutions, and the private sector strengthen the 
ownership of the development and normative agenda 
on gender equality and women’s empowerment. 
Notable partners include the following:

• Ministry of Public Service, Youth, and Gender 
Affairs

• National Gender and Equality Commission
• Kenya Women Parliamentary Association
• Council of Governors
• Civil society organizations 


