
Gender-based Violence

                        Developing a
United Nations–Government of Kenya

Joint Programme on 
Prevention of and Response to

introduction
Gender-based violence (GBV) remains one of the most pervasive human 
rights violations of our time and is endemic in Kenya. In particular, violence 
against women and girls is worryingly high. For example, the Kenya 
Demographic Health Survey 2014 found that 40 percent of women aged 
15–49 who had once been married had experienced either physical or 
sexual violence at the hands of their partner or spouse. GBV is still prevalent 
despite the existence of legislative frameworks, judicial sanctions, and 
advocacy/educational awareness efforts.

The government’s Medium-Term Plan II has prioritized GBV as a key gender 
issue. In 2014 it launched the National Policy for Prevention of and Response 
to GBV, which seeks to strengthen existing GBV-related policies, laws, and 
action plans, as well as enhance the coordination and effectiveness of GBV 
initiatives. Dealing effectively with GBV will require the input of both men 
and women, communities, organizations, institutions, and companies from 
all sectors, as well as all government bodies. Though efforts have been 
made to fight GBV, much more needs to be done.

Priority areas
There is a need to tackle GBV in specific areas:
1. Prevention, protection, and prosecution
2. enhancing institutional management and programmes
3. Fighting impunity by implementing existing laws and policies
4. Providing assistance to survivors

These efforts will involve improving the participation of the justice sector 
(including the police, the judiciary, and the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions), the health sector, the private sector, institutions, government 
at all levels, political leaders, and communities. There is a clear and urgent 
need for more awareness raising, evidence-based research, and monitoring 
of GBV trends, as well as better funding.
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PREVENTION:
Negative structural 
and societal 
attitudes, beliefs, 
and practices on 
GBV eliminated

Knowledge building on prevention of GBV

Addressing structural causes of gender 
inequality

Social transformation programmes to address 
attitudes, behaviour, and beliefs

Men and boys engagement

Ministry of Gender

Ministry of Health

Ministry of Education

NGEC, Media, Educational 
Institutions

Civil Society

Cultural and Religious Leaders

Effective 
PROTEcTION 
of victims and 
survivors of GBV

Development and establishment of a survivor-
centred multi-sector response

Capacity building of duty bearers and service 
providers

Full operationalizing and equipping Gender-
based Violence Recovery Centres (One-Stop 
Centres) from 4 to 20

Resourcing and enhancing the capacity of the 
1195 Hotline

Increasing safe houses from 3 to 20 in 
Nairobi, Mombasa, and Kajiado

Ministry of Gender

Ministry of Interior

Ministry of Health

County Governments

Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions

Judiciary

Civil Society

Private Sector

Development Partners

PROSEcUTION 
and accountability 
frameworks

Strengthening an environment conducive to 
the protection of victims/survivors at national 
and county levels (legislative framework)

Enhancing alternative conflict resolution 
mechanisms

Capacity building of duty bearers on 
prosecution of GBV cases

Resourcing and equipping of forensic 
laboratories for the proper handling of cases

Establishment of the Sexual Offenders Register

Ministry of Gender

Judiciary

Ministry of Interior

Ministry of Health

County Governments

NGEC, Civil Society

Development Partners

PROGRAMMING:
Coordinated 
approach 
through effective 
partnership, 
resources, and 
coordination

Support for coordination of a multi-sectoral 
response to GBV

Knowledge building and management

Research, evidence generation, and data 
collection, repository, and dissemination

Budget advocacy to increase allocations for 
the GBV response

Strengthening the gender machinery (gender 
focal points and gender divisions in line 
ministries and departments) to coordinate the 
GBV response

Increasing capacity and resource allocation to 
existing Gender Violence Recovery Centres

Ministry of Gender

Ministry of Interior

National Police Service

Ministry of Health

Judiciary

Treasury

Kenya National Bureau of Statistics

National Crime Research Centre

NGEC

Academia

Civil Society, including victim/
survivor organizations

Contact: gender.affairs@psyg.go.ke



•	 cOORDINATION
•	 COMMUNICATION,	

ADVOCACY,	AND	
POLICY	DIALOGUE

•	 INVESTIGATION
•	 SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND 

EVIDENCE PROTECTION
•	 VICTIM PROTECTION
•	 PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT

PROSECUTION

•	 ONE-STOP CENTRES
•	 HOTLINE
•	 SHELTERS
•	 SCHOOLS
•	 PSYCHOSOCIAL 

SUPPORT

PROTECTION

•	 AWARENESS RAISING
•	 CAPACITY BUILDING
•	 SOCIALIZATION

•	 DATA COLLECTION
•	 PLANNING
•	 BUDGETING
•	 MONITORING AND 

EVALUATION

PROGRAMMING

PREVENTION

PARTNERSHIP


